
   Nursery St Nicolas 

Curriculum Map 24 – 25 

 

       Autumn 1   Autumn 2   Spring 1  Spring 2       Summer 1          Summer 2 

 

 Autumn 1 
All About Me  

Autumn 2  
If you go down to 
the woods today 

Spring 1 
Frozen World 

      Spring 2 
Hey Ho, Let’s 

Grow  

Summer 1 
Jungle Jive 

Summer 2 
Under The Sea 

 

Wow Events  Starting school! 
Bread making for 

Harvest 

Teddy Bear Picnic 
Visit from Elf on the 

Shelf 
Wild Things Rumpus 
Making gingerbread 

Making pancakes 
Banana penguins 

Baking Matzah with 
tomato salsa 

Making Easter nest  
Easter egg hunt 

with families  
 

Jungle Jive Nursery 
dress up day and 

party  
 

Vet visit 

Zoo Labs Visit 
 

Water Day 

Prime Areas 
Personal, Social and 

Emotional 
Development 

Communication and 
Language 

Physical Development 

  
These core subjects are crucial for all areas of learning. They are paramount for attainment in our other 4 areas of learning in our curriculum. 

These are sometimes taught or focused on as whole class learning but more often are explored through play, our high-quality learning 
environments, and skilled teacher interactions in order to help each child take the next steps in their learning.  Interventions in these areas may 

be put into place to assist children who may need additional support in these areas of learning. 
 
 
 



Key Literacy texts - A Place Called Home  
- Super Duper You 
- All are welcome here 
- Fill a bucket 
- The Feelings Book 
- Five Minutes Peace  
- The invisible string 

-We’re going on a Bear 
Hunt  
-The Gruffalo 
- Owl babies 
- Where the wild things 
are 
- Little Red Riding hood 
- Hanzal and Gretel 
- Stick Man 
 
Lots of Christmas stories 
in the run up to the 
holidays including a big 
focus on The Nativity 
Story 
 

-A dot in the snow 
-An Emperors Egg 
-The Lights that 
dance in the Night 
- Ridiculous  
-The Robins Winter 
Song 
- Up and Down 
- The Mitten 
- Lost and found 
 

-Jack and the 
Beanstalk. 
-The Gigantic Turnip 
- I will never not 
Ever Eat A 
Tomatoes 
- Titch 
- Ten seeds 
- A Seed in Need 
-The Run Away Pea 
-  The Extraordinary 
Gardener 

-Walking through 
the jungle  
-Giraffes can’t 
dance 
-We all went on 
Safari 
- Monkey puzzle 
- I’m in Charge 
- Handa’s surprise 
-Slowly slowly said 
the sloth 

-Rainbow fish 
-Hooray for fish 
-Shark in the dark 
-The snail and the 
whale 
-Boo! A fishy 
mystery 
-The Pout- Pout Fish 

World wide 
religious 

celebrations  
In addition to 

celebrating and 
learning about our 

Catholic Faith we will 
also learn and 
participate in 

activities that educate 
and celebrate these 

religious and cultural 
dates.  

 

September 9: 
Fairtrade Fortnight 
 
October 11: 
Harvest festival 

November 1: Diwali – 
The Hindu Festival of 
Lights 
 
November 2: Dia de los 
Muertos (Day of the 
Dead) – A Mexican 
tradition celebrating 
deceased loved ones 
 
November 11: 
Remembrance Day 
 
Christmas Celebrations 

29th January- Luna 
New Year The Great 
Race: The Story of 
the Luna new year 
Zodiac 
 
March 4th-- Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake 
day 
 
March 5th - Ash 
Wednesday 
 
 

March 1 – Islamic: 
Ramadan 
A holy month of 
fasting, prayer, and 
reflection for 
Muslims. 
 
March 14 – Hindu: 
Holi 
The festival of 
colours, celebrating 
the arrival of spring.  
 
April 12th – Pass 
Over Jewish festival 
Jews remember 
how their ancestors 
left slavery behind 
them when they 

April 13-20 – 
Jewish: Passover 
Celebrates the 
liberation of the 
Israelites from 
Egyptian slavery. 
 
May 12 – Buddhist: 
Vesak (Buddha Day) 
Celebrates the birth, 
enlightenment, and 
death of Buddha 
 
 

Islamic: Eid al-
Adha* 
A major Islamic 
festival 
commemorating the 
willingness of 
Ibrahim to sacrifice 
his son  
 
 
June 15th -Fathers 
Day 



were led out of 
Egypt by Moses.   
 
March 30th- 
Mothers day  
 
Easter celebrations 

Maths More than, Fewer 
than, Same 
 
Explore and build with 
shapes 
 
Explore repeats 
 
Hear and say number 
names 

Begin to order number 
names 
 
I see 1, 2, 3 
 
Join in with repeats 
 
Explore position and 
space 

Show me 1, 2, 3 
 
Move and label 1, 2, 
3 
 
Explore position and 
routes 
 
Explore patterns 

Take and give 1, 2, 3 
 
Match, talk, push 
and pull 
 
Talk about dots 
 
Compare and sort 
collections 
 
 

Lead on own 
repeats  
 
Start to puzzle  
 
Making patterns 
together 
 
Make games and 
actions 
 
 

Show me 4 and 5 
 
My own pattern  
 
Stop at 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
Match, sort, 
compare 
 
 

Literacy   
Daily Rhyme time 
 
Environmental 
symbols 

RWI Talk through stories 
focus- Owl Babies 

Key words:   Word 1: 

hunting (hunt, hunts, 

hunted) 

Word 2: silent 

Word 3: fuss 

Word 4: bounced 

(bounces) 

Word 5: swooped 

(swooping) 

Word 6: brave 

Word 7: flapped 

(flapping) 

 

RWI Talk through 
stories focus- Lost 
and found 

Key words:   Word 
1: ignored (ignore, 
ignores) 
Word 2: floated 
(float, floats) 
Word 3: 
disappointment 
(disappointed) 
Word 4: 
discovered 
(discovers) 
Word 5: delighted 
Word 6: lonely 

RWI Talk through 
stories focus-  The 
Extraordinary 
Gardener 

Key words:   Word 
1: imagination 
(imagining, 
imagine, 
imagined, 
imagines) 
Word 2: wild 
Word 3: ordinary 
Word 4: roamed 
(roam, roams, 
roaming) 

RWI Talk through 
stories focus- I’m in 
Charge 
Key words:  Word 1: 
bellowed  
Word 2: startled 
(startling) 
Word 3: barged 
(barge, barges) 
Word 4: sneaked 
(sneaks, sneaking) 
Word 5: grinned 
(grin, grins) 
Word 6: dreadful 
Word 7: stomped 
(stomp, stomps, 
stomping) 

RWI Talk through 
stories focus- The 
Rainbow fish 

Key words:   Word 
1: sparkling 
(sparkle, sparkled, 
sparkly) 
Word 2: glide 
(glides, gliding, 
glided) 
Word 3: admire 
(admired) 
Word 4: emerged 
(emerge) 
Word 5: discover 
(discovered) 



 
 
 
 
 
Daily Rhyme time 
 
I can recognise my name 
Writing/ copying my 
name for Christmas 
cards 

Word 7: searched 
(searches) 
Word 8: wonderful 
 
Environmental 
sounds  
 
I can recognise my 
name and some of 
my class friends 
 
What’s on my 
pancake? 
 
Name writing 

Word 5: soared 
(soar) 
Word 6: longed 
Word 7: 
discovered 
 
Initial sounds in 
words 
 
Vegetable signs 
giving meaning to 
the marks we make 
 
Name writing 

Word 8: refused 
(refuse, refuses, 
refusing) 
 
 
Initial sounds in 
words 
 
Picture cards RWI 
introduction 
Safari pictures 
giving meaning to 
the marks we make 
 
Name writing 

Word 6: peculiar 
Word 7: whizzed 
(whizz) 
Word 8: delighted 
 
Orally blending CVC 
words 
 
Picture cards RWI 
introduction 
Under the sea 
picture giving 
meaning to the 
marks we make 
beginning to 
incorporate single 
letters 
 
Name writing 

R.E -Myself 
-God knows and loves 
each one 

-Welcome 
-Baptism: A welcome to 
God’s family 
-Birthday 
-Looking forward to 
Jesus’ birthday 
-Hinduism: Diwali  
-Judaism: Hanukkah 

-Celebrating 
-People celebrate in 
Church 

-Gathering 
-The Parish family 
gathers to celebrate 
Eucharist 
-Growing 
-Looking forward to 
Easter. 

-Sikhism: Vaisakhi 
-Good News. 
-Passing on the 
Good News of Jesus. 
-Friends. 
-Friends of Jesus. 

-Islam: Eid 
-Our world. 
-God’s wonderful 
world.  

Understanding 
the World 

Establishing new 
routines in school 
 
Discussing our 
similarities and 
differences  
We are all different 
and that’s what makes 
us special 

Exploring Autumn 
changing of leaves and 
weather  
 
Diwali, Day of the dead 
and Remembrance Day  
 
Learning about the true 
meaning of Christmas 

Shove Tuesday-
Pancake making 
 
 
 
 

Baking Matzah 
thinking about 
Jewish Passover 
 
Making tomato 
salsa 
 
Growing sunflowers 
 

Looking at animals 
from around the 
world 
 
What is the jungle? 
 
Exploring animal 
poo 
 

Henna hands/ 
Mendi  
 
Fish exploration 
Looking at fish in a 
tank look at a fish 
from a fish monger, 
what’s the same 
and what’s different 



 

 
Look at different 
homes, compare and 
discuss 
 
Fairtrade fortnight 
looking at Fairtrade 
produce 
 
Harvest looking at 
different fruit and 
vegetables  
 
Baking bread 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Growing cress 
 
Easter nests melting 
activity 
 
Exploring seeds in 
fruit 
 
 
 

Seasonal changes, 
welcome summer  

 
What is coral? 
 
What lives under 
the sea? 
 
Research and 
presentation project 
on a sea creature of 
my choice 
introduction to 
public speaking  
 
 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

-Self portraits. 
-‘My house’ pictures. 
-The Feelings Book: 
drawings; 
representing feelings 
in artwork. 
-Colour mixing: Mix it 
Up 
-Making our own 
emotion bucket 
-Make a worry 
monster 
 

Making Diva lamps 
 
Creating baby owl’s 
 
Gruffalo head bands  
 
Make your own ‘Wild 
Thing’ 
 
Sock monsters 
 
Christmas crafts and 
activities 
 

Make a winter item 
of clothing 
 
Ice painting 
 
Penguin making  
 
Igloo building  
 
Snow storm painting 
 
Snow globes 
 
 

Mothers day cards 
 
Vegetable printing 
 
Natural resource art 
work 
 
Making sunflowers 
 
Making bean stalks 
 
Tomato art 
 
 

Making jungle 
snakes  
 
Create your own 
jungle animal 
 
Animal fur, scales 
and skin exploring 
textures 
 
Stripes and spots art 
 
Henri Rousseau Art 
Project 

Fathers day cards 
 
Fish printing 
 
Colour clay fish 
 
Making my own sea 
creature 
 
Paper plate 
threading jelly fish 
 
Fan seashells  
 
Coral reef sponge 
panting  
 
 


